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Rush City Schools developed and finalized its first World’s Best Workforce (WBWF) plan in the spring 
of 2014 so there has been very little time to assess the impact of any new initiatives discussed in that plan.  
However, Rush City Schools has been gathering and reviewing student achievement data for many years 
and this report will include a summary of trend data related to student achievement. 
 
 
IDENTIFIED NEEDS BASED ON DATA 
The district is currently engaged in a strategic planning process that will identify district priorities and 
goals for the next 4-6 years.  Administration and teachers have been engaged in a process to align 
curriculum and instruction with academic standards and test specifications and that process will continue.  
It is important to use multiple measures to assess student achievement and to look at trends in individual 
and group achievement over several years. 
 
Current academic goals are based on student performance related to the NWEA Measures of Academic 
Progress (MAP) test results.  Rush City Schools administers MAP tests to students in grades 2-10 each 
fall and spring to measure growth during the school year.  The fall test measures retention from the 
previous year and establishes a baseline for the current school year.  The spring test measures progress 
over the course of the school year.   
 
Progress toward “growth targets” is calculated for each student and the results are shared with parents.  
Nationwide 50% of the students meet their growth target and 50% do not.  The School Board set a local 
goal for 60% of our students to meet their growth targets.  Teachers review strand data to identify specific 
areas of strength and areas needing improvement.  Extra attention is given to scores that fall below local 
goals, and especially scores that fall below national averages. 
 
Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) 
MAP Reading Gr 2-9 Percentage Meeting Individual Growth Targets 

 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 
09-10 53.4 37.9 54 72.7 70.5 52.2 52.5 52.5 
10-11 63 64 56 63 61 48 57 52 
11-12 55.9 64.3 63.3 73.4 58.3 57.1 50.8 40.9 
12-13 68.1 67.7 46.9 52.3 53.2 48.5 54.7 61.9 
13-14 59.7 67.7 78.1 71.2 49.3 48.4 56.5 56.9 

 
Six of eight grades tested were above the national average, four grades met the more rigorous School 
Board goal of 60% meeting their growth targets, and two grades had more than 70% of students meeting 
their growth goals. 
 
 
 
 
MAP Math Gr 2-10 Percentage Meeting Individual Growth Targets 

 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 



09-10 47.3 70.2 44.3 84.6 75 62.7 69.4 76.3 73.2 
10-11 71 71 58 81 74 71 60 79 60 
11-12 76.7 85.5 48.3 85.9 76.4 75.9 50.8 68.1 52.6 
12-13 72.2 71.7 60.6 62.1 63.5 42.4 50 57.8 60.2 
13-14 71.4 64.7 63.1 75.8 60.6 35.9 47.7 59.4 49.2 

 
Six of nine grades tested were above the national average, five grades met the more rigorous School 
Board goal of 60% meeting their growth targets, and two grades had more than 70% of students meeting 
their growth goals. 
 
 
Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA) 
The MCA tests were developed by Minnesota to meet federal and state testing requirements and student 
scores on the MCA Reading and Math tests are used to determine the district’s Multiple Measures Rating 
(MMR).  MCA tests help schools evaluate how well local curriculum and instruction aligns with state 
standards.  MCA test results are disaggregated so progress of subgroups can be monitored (Asian, 
Hispanic, Black, Special Ed, Free/Reduced Lunch, etc.). 
 
While we have identified some areas for further improvement, our district average scores are showing 
progress.  District average reading scores increased by 8% while the state average reading scores 
increased 1%.  District average math scores also increased slightly while the state averages decreased 
slightly.  
 
Percentage Proficient on MCA 
Reading 2012-2013 2013-2014 Percent Change 
RC Schools All Grades 50.9  59.1% + 8.2% 
State Average 57.8%  59.1%  + 1.3% 
 
Math 2012-2013 2013-2014 Percent Change 
RC Schools All Grades 55.0%  55.8% + 0.88% 
State Average 62.6% 61.4% - 1.2% 
 
 
MCA Reading Gr 3-8 and Gr 10 Percentage Proficient 
Note - 2011 and 2012 reflect the MCA II, 2013 and 2014 reflect the MCA III 

 Grade 3 
RC 

Grade 3  
MN 

Grade 4 
RC 

Grade 4 
MN 

Grade 5 
RC 

Grade 5 
MN 

Grade 6 
RC 

Grade 6 
MN 

2011 79.1 78.5 75.3 75.2 85.5 80.3 77.6 75.1 
2012 87.5 80.4 73 75.3 76.2 79.4 83.6 76.3 
2013 54 57.2 44.3 54 55.1 63.8 64.1 59.3 
2014 68.1 58.1 57.1 55 75.8 67.6 54.4 61 

 
 
 

 Grade 7 
RC 

Grade 7  
MN 

Grade 8 
RC 

Grade 8  
MN 

Grade 10 
RC 

Grade 10 
MN 

2011 73.4 69.6 55.1 68.1 71.4 75.3 
2012 63.1 71.4 67.2 72.4 72.9 76.8 
2013 39.4 54.0 42.2 54.1 58.0 62.3 



2014 53.0 56.0 38.6 55.8 61.0 60.1 
 
Four out of seven grades achieved a higher percentage of students meeting the standards on the Reading 
MCA than the state average.  Five grades were able to increase their scores over the previous year.   
 
Student Cohorts 
It is beneficial to follow progress for a group of students, or cohort, through the years.  While we are not 
able to follow cohorts consistently through all grades, we have noticed some significant improvements 
with groups.  Noteworthy examples include:  Grade 5 increased 31.5% from 2013 to 2014;  Grade 10 
increased 18.8% from 2013 to 2014.   
 
 
MCA Math Gr 3-8 and Gr 11 Math Percentage Proficient on MCA III 

 Grade 3 
RC 

Grade 3  
MN 

Grade 4 
RC 

Grade 4 
MN 

Grade 5 
RC 

Grade 5 
MN 

Grade 6 
RC 

Grade 6 
MN 

2011 78.7 70.1 63.1 67.2 48.5 53.6 44.6 50.3 
2012 90.1 75.6 70.3 73.3 70.3 62.3 55.6 59.9 
2013 73 71.5 62.9 71.2 38.2 60 63.5 57 
2014 88.2 71.8 68.3 70.3 45.5 61.8 44.9 57.1 

 
 Grade 7 

RC 
Grade 7  

MN 
Grade 8 

RC 
Grade 8  

MN 
Grade 10 

RC 
Grade 10 

MN 
2011 37.5 51.7 50.6 53.2 37.1 48.6 
2012 39.7 58.6 54.4 62 38.9 42.5 
2013 37.5 56 57.8 58.9 41.4 52.4 
2014 44.6 57.1 51.4 59.7 47.8 50.6 

 
One out of seven grades achieved a higher percentage of students meeting the standards on the Math 
MCA than the state average.  Five grades were able to increase their scores over the previous year.   
 
Student Cohorts 
It is beneficial to follow progress for a group of students, or cohort, through the years.  While we are not 
able to follow cohorts consistently through all grades, we have noticed some significant improvements 
with groups.  Noteworthy examples include:  Grade 6 increased 6.7% from 2013 to 2014;  Grade 8 
increased 13.9% from 2013 to 2014.   
 
 
 
 
 
MCA Science Gr 5, 8, and 10 Percentage Proficient on MCA III 

 Grade 5 
RC 

Grade 5 
MN 

Grade 8 
RC 

Grade 8 
MN 

High School 
RC 

High School 
MN 

2012 53.7 61.2 41.4 44.9 47.8 53.2 
2013 64.3 59.7 32.3 43.8 48.6 53.0 
2014 55.4 57.7 30.1 41.9 40.7 51.7 

 
This test is given three times in a student’s educational career, measuring standards taught over the 



previous grades.  Two of the three groups have seen a steady increase in proficiency over the past three 
years. 
 
MCA Multiple Measurement Rating 
Based on MMR scores from 2013 and 2014, we can briefly summarize the following domains: 
 
Proficiency  
CE Jacobson - The percent of students scoring proficient increased in math, but not enough to meet the 
new target, and the percent of students proficient in reading increased, well ahead of the new target.   
High School - The percent of students scoring proficient increased in math, but not enough to meet the 
new target, and the percent of students proficient in reading stayed the same, but below the new target. 
 
Growth 
CE Jacobson - The growth score increased significantly.   
High School - The growth score increased slightly. 
 
Achievement Gap Reduction 
CE Jacobson - The achievement gap reduction score increased significantly. 
High School - The achievement gap reduction score decreased slightly. 
 
Graduation 
High School - The graduation score was at the maximum both years. 
 
Rush City Schools also uses General Outcome Measures (ex. DIBELS, AIMSWEB Measures, etc.) and 
classroom assessments to identify “at risk” students and monitor their progress on a frequent basis. 
 
Student data is reviewed on a regular based by administration and teaching groups.  Each building has a 
problem solving team to review data for students that are not making good progress, problem solve 
interventions, and to monitor progress related to interventions.  Our teachers have been working diligently 
to align curriculum with state standards and to meet the needs of our students.  We use our student data to 
monitor these instructional changes and measure their success.  Additional instructional decisions will be 
made as we continue to review all data available to us and form new strategies and initiatives to meet new 
student achievement goals.   
 
 
Our initial WBWF plan addressed the five main state goals within a framework that looked at our district 
mission and goals, curriculum and instruction, staff development, and assessment.  We did not identify 
specific goals for each state goal.  This report will transition our district to a WBWF plan that will 
identify action items targeted at the five state goals. 
 
TEACHER, PRINCIPAL, AND SYSTEMIC DISTRICT ACTION STEPS 
Please see the WBWF plan available on the district web site www.rushcity.k12.mn.us for information 
related to staff development and/or district initiatives that support the five goals discussed below. 
 



CURRENT STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT PLANS 
Please see the WBWF plan available on the district web site www.rushcity.k12.mn.us for information 
related to the district Local Literacy Plan, Title I and Title II, School Readiness, College and Career 
Readiness, Americorp Reading or Math, Alternative Delivery of Specialized Instructional Services, 
College in Schools courses, Enrichment Program offerings, Teacher and  Principal Evaluation, School 
Improvement Plan, or other initiatives to improve student achievement. 
 
KEY INDICATORS OF PROGRESS 
There has been very little time between the development of the initial WBWF plan and this report.  There 
are signs that local initiatives are producing positive results, but it is too early to draw meaningful 
conclusions. 
 
The remainder of this report will address district efforts related to each of the five goal statements below, 
provided by the Minnesota Department of Education. 
 
Goal 1 - All Students Ready for Kindergarten 
Students participate in Early Childhood Screenings, Indicators of Individual Growth and Development 
(IGDIs), and Preschool Numeracy Indicators (PNI’s).  These screenings help teachers to identify areas of 
strength and areas for growth for individual students and groups of students.  The early performance 
indicators show positive gains in skills that predict success related to literacy and numeracy. 
 
Preschool teachers and kindergarten teachers have developed a seamless sequence of skills and 
knowledge that transitions well to the elementary curriculum.  About 50% of the kindergarten students 
have attended the school district preschool.  District early childhood staff have shared information and 
instructional strategies with community preschool providers and daycare providers to increase the number 
of students that are ready for kindergarten. 
 
Goal 2 - All Students in Third Grade Achieving Grade Level Literacy 
We use student data PreK-3 to work towards all students achieving grade level literacy.  District measures 
such as General Outcome Measures and Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) are used to assess 
progress towards this goal.  Third grade students complete the MCA Reading Assessment each spring.  In 
the spring of 2014, 68.1% of all third grade students received a proficient score on the MCA Reading 
Assessment, a significant increase over the 54% of students receiving a proficient score in the spring of 
2013.   
 
Goal 3 - Closing the Achievement Gap 
After a review of MCA data, we formulated a plan to address closing the achievement gap in our schools.  
Students were identified to receive additional services as appropriate.  Instruction was provided based on 
the educational needs of the students as identified by MCA and MAP assessments.  Those students were 
monitored and supported throughout the school year.  Comparing MCA results for 2013 to 2014 we have 
narrowed the achievement gap significantly in CE Jacobson Elementary, but the gap has grown a bit in 
Rush City High School.   
 
Plans were developed during the past year to change the organization of mathematics instruction at CE 



Jacobson Elementary.  These plans are designed to impact our achievement gap and will be implemented 
during the 2014-15 school year.   
Goal 4 - All Students Career and College Ready Before Graduation 
Based on ACT results for recent years, the Rush City students who take the ACT are performing at or 
slightly below state averages.  We encourage students to take the ACT and we are a certified ACT test 
site so a higher percent of our students may take the tests compared to other schools throughout the state.  
Based on the ACT summary of college ready students, we will continue efforts to motivate students to 
meet high expectations that will prepare them for post-secondary education opportunities. 
 
MCA results, reported above, show gains in the percent proficient for many grades when comparing a 
Rush City cohort to the state average cohort (grade 7 from 2013 with grade 8 from 2014).  There is still 
room for improvement and we will continue efforts to post gains that exceed statewide performance. 
 
Goal 5 - All Students Graduate From High School 
Based on graduation rates calculated by the Minnesota Department of Education for the Adequate Yearly 
Progress (AYP) report, the Rush City graduation rate in recent years has met or exceeded the 90% state 
target.   
 
Not all students graduate within four years beginning with their 9th grade.  Some special education 
students continue to receive services until they reach the age of 21.  Some students withdraw from school 
and may enroll in another district that does not contact us for records, so that student will count as a 
dropout.  Our goal is for all students to graduate and we will continue to support students to remove 
barriers to graduation. 
 
 
 


